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The Marchesa Luisa Casati was Europes
most notorious celebrity, and its most
eccentric. For the first three decades of the
twentieth century she astounded the
continent. Nude servants gilded in gold
leafs attended her; bizarre wax mannequins
sat as guests at her dining table; and she
wore live snakes as jewellery. Among
those she captivated were Man Ray,
Augustus John, Jean Cocteau, Cecil Beaton
and Jack Kerouac. Some became lovers,
others awestruck admirers, but all were
influenced by this extraordinary muse.
Explored in detail for the first time, this is
the story of the Marchesa Luisa Casati.
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